Essay Rubric


4 POINTS

3 POINTS

2 POINTS

TOTAL POINTS

	Composing
	Focuses on one idea

Provides purposeful examples and details

Uses clear organizational plan (with a thesis statement)

Good transitions between paragraphs

Clear opening and closing
	Focuses on one idea

May need more examples but details are there

Uses clear organizational plan (with a thesis statement)

Minor digressions

Clear opening and closing


	Does not have central idea

Has too many general statements with few details

Has little or no organizational plan

Lacks opening and closing.
	COMPOSING SCORE

POSSIBLE: 4

EARNED: ______

	Written Expression
	Includes descriptive vocabulary

Has sentence fluency (Uses a variety of sentence types and sentence length)

Clear sense of audience

Stays on topic
	Uses some descriptive vocabulary

Uses some sentence variety

Stays on topic

Some sense of audience
	Uses vague language

Is repetitive

Lakes sentence variety

Uses awkward sentence structures
	WRITTEN EXPRESSION SCORE

POSSIBLE: 4

EARNED: ______

	Usage/Mechanics
	Follows the rules for capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation

Correctly spells common words

Indents all paragraphs
	Follows the rules for capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation, with a few mistakes

Few spelling mistakes


	Frequent errors in capitalization, punctuation, and sentence formation

Frequent spelling errors that distract reader.
	USAGE/MECHANICS SCORE

POSSIBLE: 4

EARNED: ______


TOTAL SCORE:  

POSSIBLE:  12/12  


EARNED _____/ 12

12/12 = 100/A
11/12 = 93/B+
10/12 = 85/B

9/12 = 77/C


8/12 = 70/D

7/12 = 63/F

6/12 = 55F

5/12 or lower = 47/F

