Grade 8 Group Project 2011

Literature Circles

Part 1:  Oral Presentation  (Do all.) (6 points)

                      (You may use note cards.)

1. Describe the main character in the book. (Include physical description and some personality traits.)

2. Describe the setting. (Include time period and place.)

3. Tell about the main plot. (What is the main problem of the story. Do not give away the ending?)

4. State a theme from the book. (What is the underlying meaning?) 

5. Tell what genre the book is.

6. Incorporate the use of at least one visual aid (can be book jacket).

Part 2  Activity  (Choose one.) (5 points)

1. Dress up in character, and perform a short skit. You may create one from before the novel starts, after the novel ends, or one from the story.  Be prepared to answer questions from the class as that character.

2. Write a short character description and draw a portrait for one or more of the characters. (poster board)

3. Illustrate a scene from the book and include a title for the scene. (poster board)

4. Make a model or diorama depicting a scene from the book. 

5. Make a map.

6. Make a time line.

7. Make a Venn diagram comparing two or three characters from the book.

8. Prepare a “paper bag talk”.  (Choose objects that might symbolize or represent the following story elements:  setting, character, plot, and theme.  Place them in a bag.  Choose one at a time and ask if the class can see why you chose it. Then explain why you chose each object.)

9. Write a letter of recommendation for the novel to a friend or the librarian.

10.  Write an original dialogue between two of the characters in your book.  

******Feel free to design your own project if you have another way you would like to respond to one of the selections.  Be creative!!  (Just check it out with me first.)

(If you choose a written project you may type it or write it neatly in pen.  Written projects must contain at least ten sentences.  All projects must include the title and author of the book and your name.)

Turn in to me your completed role sheets with attachments as needed. Include a list of all members of the group and their role(s) - Questioner, Connector, Investigator, Illustrator, Word Finder, and Facilitator. 


Literature Circle Self-assessment
name _______________________

date ​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________

Block / student no. ___________

Name of novel  _________________________________

author _________________________________________

Group name ___________________________________

Group members and roles

Facilitator _____________________________________

Questioner ____________________________________

Connector _____________________________________

Word Builder __________________________________

Illustrator _____________________________________

Background ___________________________________

 – In writing, answer the following:


How well did you fulfill your role? ___________
_______________________________________________

________________________________________________


How well did you team work together? ________ _______________________________________________

________________________________________________


Did all team members fulfill their responsibilities to the group? If not, what / who was the problem? ___________

___________________________________________________

________________________________________________


What improvements would you like to see made to how literature circles are run? ____________________

_______________________________________________

________________________________________________


Any additional comments you would like to make.

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

________________________________________________

This project is due _____________________________
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